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Future Ready Learning: Reimagining the Role of Technology in Education
—The Interpretation of the National Educational Technology Plan (NETP2016) of the USA
Zhao Jianhua, Jiang Yinjian, Yao Pengge, Li Baihui

Abstract: In November 2015, the Education Technology Office of U.S. Department of Education has released
the fifth National Educational Technology Plan —"Future Ready Learning: Reimagining the Role of Technology in
Education". In view of the confusion and challenges American education has faced, the plan has reexamined the
role of technology in transforming learning, to create learning opportunities for all learners by changing the ways and
experiences of learning, narrowing the long—standing gaps in fairness and accessibility. Altogether, following issues
have been clarified in NETP2016. Orientation comes first. NETP2016 has pointed out that in the next five years,
"Future Ready Learning" will be the goal of ICT in education in America. The second issue is about the domain.
NETP2016 has constituted a basic framework of "Future Ready Learning", integrating learning, teaching,
leadership, evaluation and infrastructure. The third one refers to the feature. NETP2016 has introduced many
research results and practical cases involving policies, technology, application and etc., to support the
decision—making in the construction of ICT in education. The next is the objective. Based on the analysis of five
domains, NETP2016 has demonstrated technology promotes education reform. The last one deals with the guarantee
for the implementation of the plan. In order to address the problems concerning new technology, funds, managers,
professionals and etc., in the process of the construction of ICT in education, an innovative mechanism has been
stressed in NETP2016. "Future Ready Learning" proposed by NETP2016, is strategic and forward-looking, which
provides important reference for China to formulate and implement the plan of ICT in education in "the 13th
Five—Year Plan".
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