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CSCL Research in Thirty Years: Research Orientation, Core Issues and Future Challenges

Analysis of Key Points Based on the International Handbook

of Computer—Supported Collaborative Learning
LI Haifeng, WANG Wei

Abstract: Computer—supported collaborative learning (CSCL) is an important research field of learning
science. The International Handbook of Computer—Supported Collaborative Learning has been officially published in
2021, which is compiled jointly by more than 90 well-known researchers around the world. The handbook is the
first systematic review of the development of CSCL in the past 30 years after its inception in 1989, which is a highly
concise overview of the theoretical and practical research on CSCL, marking the maturity of CSCL research. Through
30 years’ development, CSCL research has formed four research orientations including basic theories, collaborative
learning processes, supporting technologies and research methods by the mutual shaping and driving of theory and
technology. Their core issues were deeply discussed from multiple perspectives, such as how to understand the
diversity of theoretical bases and build their integration relationship, how to understand and organize the
collaborative learning process, how to design and use technology to promote collaborative learning, how to
understand and establish a research methodology system and so on. However, with the development of the Internet,
CSCL research also needs to adapt to needs of the online collaborative learning in the learning environment of
next—generation complete reality of Internet in the new era, including building a theoretical system that adapts to the
development of complex theories, exploring the framework of collaborative learning process oriented to the
ecosystem, developing a collaborative learning system that integrates technology with theory, and creating a research
method system model that conforms to the characteristics of collaborative learning.

Keywords: CSCL; Computer—Supported Collaborative Learning; Research Orientation; Core Issues; Future

Challenges
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